PRELIMINARY DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT IDEA 

	General information 
	

	Programme of reference 
	IEEA 2006 – Intelligent Energy for Europe

	Deadline 
	31 October 2006



	Maximum European Financing (%)
	50% of eligible actions 

	Promoter (Applicant)
	Union of Italian Provinces

	Type and expected number of national partners 
	Provinces of Cagliari, Caserta and Pisa

	Target
	Public authorities, society at large

	Type of activities planned /priorities to which the action refers 
	ALTENER (Vertical Key Action 6, 7) – ALTENER/STEER (Vertical Key Action 8) – STEER (Vertical Key Action 9).

Horizontal Key Action 2 – “Financing Mechanism & Incentives”

	Expected duration 
	24 months 

	Approximate cost estimate 
	€ 700,000 (of which 50% sustained by European funds) 

	Project idea
	

	Territory of action 
	Provinces of Cagliari, Caserta and Pisa.

	Problem(s) identified 
	Lack of use or under-use of sources of renewable energy (organic matter/residues and wind energy).

One problem common to all the project partner territories is the lack of use or under-use of organic matter in the production of energy. The use of renewable sources is hindered by two types of difficulty: 

1) The difficulty in obtaining authorization to prepare and transport organic matter; 

2) The lack of awareness of entrepreneurs and farmers regarding the possibility of using agricultural, food production and forest residues and food production and breeding waste materials for the production of energy. This problem is perceived as particularly pressing in agricultural areas, areas of intensive breeding and mountain areas.

Lack of attention of public authorities vis-à-vis energy efficiency and saving and failure to include  measures to encourage an intelligent use of energy in public calls for tenders regarding issues for which the provincial authorities are responsible.

Lack of attention of society at large regarding the adoption of basic energy saving measures as far as vehicle use is concerned.  


	Why is/are the problem(s) identified considered important for the territory in question?

 
	The problem of the use of organic matter is a fundamental problem as the provincial authorities are also responsible for extra-urban areas such as rural and mountain areas.

As far as the focus of the provinces on the adoption of energy saving and efficiency measures is concerned, the inclusion of efficient energy use requirements in calls for tenders and public contracts would make a great contribution towards efficient energy use objectives.

Similarly, a focus by the provinces on awareness raising actions aimed at society at large could establish means of encouraging virtuous individual behaviour as far as an intelligent use of energy is concerned.

	Possible solution(s) 
	1. Streamlining of procedures. The use of organic matter for the production of energy and the technical application of renewable sources could be encouraged by drafting and adopting simplified procedures for obtaining necessary provincial authorizations. Special  attention should also be focused on the conversion of disused farms into facilities for the production of sustainable energy. Such measures could include a territorial study designed to identify innovative solutions for the collection and transportation of organic matter and the best sites for implementation of eco-sustainable initiatives.

2. Energy efficiency and public tenders Public calls for tender published for the purpose of building and/or restructuring public buildings (schools or historic buildings) and for road maintenance (asphalt and street lighting) in the province could include special clauses regarding energy saving and efficiency which would consequently constitute a conditio sine qua non for assignment of the contracts. 

3. Energy saving and efficiency in vehicles. The adoption of measures to exempt vehicles - and especially vehicles of the provincial road fleet – which adopt energy saving and efficiency measures (correct tyre pressure which encourages energy efficiency, use of alternative fuels such as GLP, methane, etc.) from payment of vehicle road tax could encourage energy saving and efficiency in vehicles.

4. Training of specialists in such a way as to maintain the focus of provincial authorities on issues of energy saving and efficiency (i.e. establishment of the figure of the Energy Manager). Training courses for both those who draft the technical specifications of calls for tender (for provincial roads, schools and historic buildings and the department of transport) and employees of the European Policy Office and other strategic sectors would ensure an ongoing focus on energy saving and efficiency.

5. Adoption of energy saving and efficiency measures in provincial buildings and vehicle fleets.
6. Implementation of communications and awareness raising actions aimed at drivers (promotion of Car Sharing initiatives) and society at large (vademecum for energy saving and efficiency).


	Indicate any previous experiences, actions completed and initiative implemented in the sector and the area by at least one of the partners.

Clarify whether and how these activities are connected and contribute to the project which is being promoted 
	The province of Caserta is currently involved in the creation of an agro-energy system in collaboration with the Region of Campania. In view of the intensive breeding of water buffalos in the Flegreo – Domiziano coastal area of the province, an activity which generates considerable environmental damage as a result of the manure produced by the animals, the aim of the initiative is to use this waste material in the production of energy. 

Cagliari is involved in the Medocc IIIB “Emergence 2010” project together with the Province of Caltanissetta and the Environment and Energy Service of the Region of Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur (FR). The priority of the Province of Cagliari is to use renewable energy sources in order to keep disadvantaged areas of the territory self sufficient from an energy point of view.  The province has also financed the planning and implementation of PV roofing in a number (?) of schools. 

The province of Pisa has just opened a facility for the production and distribution of hydrogen in San Rossore which also supplies clean energy to the vehicle fleets used to provide urban transportation services (up to approximately 140 km.). Both the Province of Pisa and the Region of Tuscany in general are involved in state of the art production of energy from sources other than oil. (see article in “La Repubblica” of 18 July and speech by J. Rifkin at the inauguration of the San Rossore facilities).



	Transnational partnership 
	

	Type and expected number of European partners.

Indicate any preferences regarding type and geographical area of origin of the partners 
	It is necessary to balance the Italian partnership with an equally strong institutional partnership from another EU country.  Local authorities from Romania are already involved.

It will also be necessary to involve one or two European technical partners  (sharing and transfer of best practices) in order to increase the impact of the initiative from a technical point of view. 

	Any experiences and/or activities set up together with the transnational partners and territories in the sector in question. 


	The Province of Cagliari has been involved in ECOS – OVERTURE programme projects together with Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain and INTERREG Medocc IIIB programme projects together with France, Greece and Spain.
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