
Interregional Conference

Regions and cultural diversity:  

European and global dynamics

Encuentros interregionales

Regiones y diversidad cultural :  

una dinámica europea y mundial



Rhône-Alpes is a region at the crossroads between the Mediterranean space and  
the countries of the North, and between the Atlantic and Eastern & Central Europe.  
With Baden-Württemberg, Catalonia and Lombardy, it has been part of a group called  
“Four Motors for Europe” for nearly twenty years. A European Region, it also fully plays  
its role as Region of the World. Along these lines, it is also developing other cooperation  
on the five continents.

In the current context marked by the phenomenon of ongoing globalisations,  
these international relations are essential. Indeed, if globalisations are a tremendous way  
of intensifying the movement of people and economic exchanges, to be actors thereof we  
must fight against their threats, with cultural levelling and inequalities at the top of the list.

That is why Rhône-Alpes’ international action is based on the belief that, in the context of 
globalisations, the regions’ responsibilities must be strengthened along with their relations, 
notably in economic and cultural fields.

The regions are where the most original projects are expressed and where the most 
constructive dialogue is undertaken. With their knowledge of needs, they enable decisions 
to be made closer to the citizens, who thus have a fast, direct way of validly acting in the 
competition at work worldwide. At the same time, they embody everyone’s desire for cultural 
identity and roots. Through these two dimensions – trampoline and reference – the regional 
space has become the symbol of cultural moorings, the space of possibilities and a window  
on the world.

Culture is an indispensable vehicle in these dynamics. It is a factor of resistance against  
the risks of levelling of the world village. After long discussions, cultural diversity has been 
recognised by UNESCO as a fundamental value. The International Convention adopted in October 
2005 on “the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions” is currently  
being submitted for ratification by the States. It constitutes progress that must be given  
strength and real application. The regions of the world must be its actors and relays.

That is why, when I became President of the “Four Motors for Europe” for the year 2006,  
I wanted to bring together artists, researchers, culture professionals, political, economic and  
social actors and representatives of civil society to share their experiences and to formulate 
concrete projects. There are many fields: from creation to heritage, from support for new  
expressions to encouraging endangered forms of expression.

I hope that this interregional meeting will be an opportunity to define new cooperation strategies 
through culture, thus contributing to bringing to life the European Union ideal summed up  
by the motto “United in Diversity”.

Jean-Jack QUEYRANNE,
President of Rhône-Alpes Regional Council 
Former Minister 

9:00am
Welcome

“Regions and 
globalisations”

9:30am
Opening of the Rencontres (seminar)

Jean-Jack QUEYRANNE 
President of the Rhône-Alpes regional 
Council, Former Minister - France
Louise BEAUDOIN 
Former Minister of Culture, Francophonie and 
International relations of Quebec
with François de BERNARD 
President of the GERM - Group for Study  
and Research on Globalisations - France
and Jean-Pierre SAEZ 
Director of the Observatory of Cultural 
Policies - France

11:00am
Roundtable No. 1

“Facing globalisations:  
regional figures and answers”

M O D E R AT O R

Jérôme CLÉMENT
President of the board of directors,  
ARTE France - France

S P E A K E R S

Dorval BRUNELLE 
Director of the Observatory of the Americas, 
UQAM - University of Quebec in Montreal
Riccardo ILLY 
President of the Assembly of European 
Regions (AER) - Italy (to be confirmed)
Ranabir SAMADDAR 
Director of the Mahanirban Calcutta  
Research Group - India
Aldo FERRER
Economist, Former Minister of the Economy -  
Argentina
Maria NICULESCU 
Ambassador of the Francophonie to  
the European Commission  
(to be confirmed)

Guy SAEZ 
Director of research at the French National 
Center for Scientific Research (CNRS), 
Institute of Political Studies of Grenoble -  
France

The first roundtable aims at outlining  
the general context of this conference and 
deals with the complex relations between 
“regions” (local authorities, cross-border 
cooperation, free-trade areas, European 
integration, linguistic areas, etc.) and 
“globalisations” (the different globalisation 
processes) they are confronted with.  
It will also consider the multiple regional 
faces as a possible “answer” to the 
challenges of globalisations.

1:00 pm
Lunch

“Regions, identities  
and cultural diversity”

2:30 pm
Roundtable No. 2

“Regions facing the loss of 
cultural and identity landmarks”

M O D E R AT O R

Edgar MONTIEL 
Head of the Culture and Development  
section at UNESCO, Paris

S P E A K E R S

Tanella BONI 
Writer, poetess and philosopher,  
University of Cocody-Abidjan - Ivory Coast
Ivaylo DITCHEV 
Anthropologist, University of Sofia - Bulgaria
Madeline CAVINESS 
Mary Richardson Professor, Tufts University, 
Former President of the International Council 
for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies 
(ICPHS) - United States
Kader ATTIA
Artist, Video director, photographer -  
France 
Khal TORABULLY 
Poet, Film director - Mauritius

Jean GUIBAL 
Director of Heritage Preservation  
for the Isère département - France

The speakers will attempt to assess  
one of the challenges that is put  
forward the most frequently: “the loss  
of cultural and identity landmarks”,  
evaluating the actual substance and  
extent, possible causes and consequences 
of this loss. The main objective being  
the evaluation of the role the different 
forms of region can play today in 
reconstructing identity landmarks.

4:45 pm
Bernadette LACLAIS
 Vice-president of Rhône-Alpes  
regional Council for Culture
Guy DARMET 
Director of the “Biennale de la Danse”  
and the “Maison de la Danse”,  
Lyons - France

5:00 pm
Roundtable No. 3

“The twofold challenge of 
regions: cultural globalisations 
and regional integration”

M O D E R AT O R

Christine MERKEL 
German commission for UNESCO,  
in charge of Culture and  
Communication, Bonn - Germany

S P E A K E R S

In-Suk CHA 
Professor emeritus at Seoul National 
University, President of the International 
Council for Philosophy and Humanistic 
Studies (ICPHS) - Korea
Abdoulaye Élimane KANE 
Professor at Cheikh Anta Diop  
University in Dakar, Former Minister  
for Culture, Philosopher - Senegal
Sanjay CHATURVEDI 
Geopoliticist, Professor at the University  
of Chandigarh - India



Mary Ann DE VLIEG 
Informal European Theatre Meeting (IETM) 
network coordinator - Belgium
Arthur WILCZYNSKI 
Director of the Working Group on Cultural 
Diversity and Globalisation, International 
Network of Cultural Policy (INCP) - Canada  
(to be confirmed)
Christoph WULF 
Director of Research, Interdisciplinary  
Centre for Historical anthropology, professor 
at the Freie Universität, Berlin - Germany

This roundtable will look into “regional 
integration” – sometimes considered as 
a promise, sometimes as a risk – from the 
standpoint of the conjunction of these 
experiments (European Union, Americas, 
Africa, South -East Asia, etc.) with cultural 
globalisations, which ignore and exceed 
both regional and national scales.  
The question being: “which role can the 
arts and culture play in the regions to take 
up such contradictory challenges?”

7:00 pm
End of day 1

7:10 pm
Presentation of the challenges 

and objectives of the European

University of Culture 

Jacques POULAIN 
UNESCO Chair of Philosophy,  
Director of the Philosophy department,  
Paris VIII University - France
Paolo FABBRI 
Semiotician and Philosopher, Professor  
at the University of Venice - Italy
Christoph WULF 
Director of Research, Interdisciplinary  
Centre for Historical anthropology, professor 
at the Freie Universität, Berlin - Germany
Jean DIGNE 
President of the Montparnasse Museum,  
Former Director of AFAA - Association 
française d’action artistique - France
 

“Cultural diversity & 
regional development”

9:00am
Roundtable No. 4 

“Forms and contributions  
of interregional artistic  
and cultural cooperation”

M O D E R AT O R

Jean-Pierre SAEZ 
Director of the Observatory  
of Cultural Policies - France

S P E A K E R S

Anne-Marie AUTISSIER 
President - Culture Europe International, 
associate professor at the Institute of 
European Studies, Paris VIII University - France
Sérgio MAMBERTI 
Secretary of State for Culture - Identities  
and cultural diversity, Actor - Brazil
Mohamed ZINELABIDINE 
Musicologist, Director of the Higher  
Institute of Music in Tunis - Tunisia
Marie CHOUINARD 
Choreographer, Director of the  
Marie Chouinard Company, Quebec  
(to be confirmed)
Claude-Eric POIROUX 
General Delegate of Europa Cinémas,  
founder and general delegate of the Angers 
Premiers Plans Film Festival - France 
Jean-Claude BERUTTI 
Director of the“Comédie de Saint-Étienne”, 
President of the European Theatre  
Convention - France

This roundtable aims at exploring 
interregionality under its current forms in 
the fields of art and culture. It will assess 
the contribution of cultural and artistic 
cooperation to regional development 
(whether economic, political or social)  
and to different regional constructions. 
It will be an opportunity to compare 
interregional experiments which all seem 
to be inspired by the promotion of cultural 
diversity as a political answer to today’s 
world disorder.

11:15am 
Roundtable No. 5 

“Towards regional and 
interregional cultural policies?”

M O D E R AT O R

Lluis BONET 
Professor of political economy and cultural 
management at the Autonomous University  
of Barcelona, former President of the European 
Network of Cultural Administration Training 
Centres (ENCATC) - Catalonia

S P E A K E R S

Ferran MASCARELL 
Councillor for Culture at the Generalitat  
de Catalunya (to be confirmed)
Walter VELTRONI 
Mayor of Rome, Former Minister  
for Culture - Italy (to be confirmed)
Cheikh Oumar SISSOKO
Minister for Culture, Film director - Mali
Torcuato DI TELLA 
Sociologist, Professor emeritus at the 
University of Buenos Aires, Former Minister  
for Culture - Argentina
Raymond WEBER 
General Director of Lux-Development,  
Honorary Director for Education, Culture  
and Sport, Council of Europe - Luxembourg
Roger TROPÉANO 
President of the association Les Rencontres - 
European cities and regions for culture - France

Focussing on cultural policies carried out 
or planned in different contexts (Europe, 
Americas, Africa, etc.), this roundtable will 
assess the objectives, means and expected 
results of a “regional (and/or interregional) 
cultural policy”, substantially different from 
cultural policies carried out at national or 
multilateral levels. This question will be 
linked to the international debate on cultural 
diversity, from the Universal Declaration  
of 2001 to the present international 
Convention ratification process.

1:15 pm
Lunch

“The global and European 
dynamics of cultural 
diversity”

2:30 pm
Roundtable No. 6

“The European dynamics  
of cultural diversity“

M O D E R AT O R  

Catherine TRAUTMANN 
Member of the European Parliament (MEP), 
Former Minister for Culture - France

S P E A K E R S

Ioanna KUÇURADI
Honorary President, International Federation 
of Philosophical Societies (FISP), Director  
of the Center for Research and Application  
of the Philosophy of Human Rights,  
Hacettepe University - Turkey
Jorge SEMPRÚN 
Writer, Former Minister for Culture - Spain  
(to be confirmed)
Biserka 
Director of Culturelink network, scientific 
researcher at the Institute for International 
Relations IMO, Zagreb, Former Vice-Minister 
for Culture - Croatia 
Geneviève FRAISSE 
Director of research at the French National 
Center for Scientific Research (CNRS),  
former MEP - France
Paolo FABBRI 
Semiotician and Philosopher, Professor  
at the University of Venice - Italie

Starting with an analysis of the “European 
case” and of related experiments from 
last decades, this roundtable will try 
to understand the links between the 
international dynamics of cultural diversity 
(as promoted by UNESCO) and a European 
integration which should be revived 
through the sharing of culture by European 
citizens, so that the European Union can 
become something more than a mere 
“economic interest group”.  
It will assess the potential ways  
and means for these European regional  
and interregional dynamics. 

5:00 pm
2nd day closing session

Javier PEREZ de CUELLAR 
Former United Nations Secretary-General 
(to be confirmed)
Katérina STENOU 
Director of UNESCO’s Division of Cultural 
Policies and Intercultural Dialogue, Paris 
(to be confirmed)
François de BERNARD 
President of the GERM - Group for Study  
and Research on Globalisations - France
Jean-Jack QUEYRANNE 
President of the Rhône-Alpes regional 
Council, Former Minister - France
and the representatives of the 
”Four Motors for Europe”
regions : Bade-Württemberg,  
Catalonia, Lombardy

6:30 pm 
End of day 2

This programme is provisional  
and subject to modifications.


