
 
 

  
WHAT: 
 
Transport Research Arena Europe 2008 (TRA 2008) 
 
WHO: 
 
The European Commission, ERTRAC and CEDR 
 
THE OBJECTIVE: 
 
The objective of TRA 2008 is to forge new, productive partnerships across all 
transport sectors. The road transport industry is an innovative force in Europe and 
one of its largest R&D investors. Climate change, urban congestion, traffic safety 
and the increasing demand for people and freight transport require adequate and 
innovative solutions.  
 
TRA 2008 will respond to this need, by gathering an expected 1,500 industry and 
research managers, senior researchers, engineers and scientists, as well as 
representatives of local, regional and national public authorities across Europe and 
around the world.   

 
LOCATION:  
 
TRA 2008 will be held in Ljubljana, Slovenia  
 
DATE: 
 
April 21-24, 2008 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 
Website: www.tra2008.si  

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

INVITATION LETTER 
 

It is my pleasure to invite you, on behalf of the European Commission, to the 
second European Road Transport Research Arena TRA 2008, to be held in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, from 21 - 24 April 2008.  
 
In a Europe of many cultures, traditions and languages, one of the challenges 
lies in getting researchers, business people and policy makers to speak with one 
voice. As sustainable mobility rises up the political agenda, it becomes so much 
more important that the major players have an opportunity to meet, so they can 
discuss the direction to take in the future. TRA 2008 will provide such a meeting 
place.  
 
Efficient mobility is a key issue for policy makers. Enabling the free movement of 
people and goods is crucial to economic prosperity and quality of life. However, 
road congestion in the EU is on the increase. The TRA 2008 conference 
represents a major opportunity for EU policy makers to move towards a better 
transport system. Strong Commission support for this meeting reflects the 
importance of road transport within the larger European policy agenda. 

 
European industry should take full advantage of the freedom and flexibility offered by a state-of-the-art road 
transport system. But industrial competitiveness in road transport also means exporting European transport-
related products. The automotive sector is a key player in the European economy; EU carmakers deliver 
multi-billion euro turnover for Europe's economy and millions of jobs for Europeans. 

 
It is by finding and exploiting synergies with other stakeholders that European carmakers will maintain its 
place in European industry. TRA 2008 will cover all aspects of road transport research, focussing on the 
'Strategic Research Agenda' defined by the European Road Transport Research Council, known as ERTRAC. 
This is all about the sector getting together to identify its research needs. It means that there is a strategic 
plan for the sector, leading to better, more efficient use of resources and ensuring that research delivers what 
is needed. This also means combining and coordinating European, national, regional and private research 
actions, and improving the networking, clustering and pooling of research and development capacities. 

TRA 2008 will provide a forum to promote all European road research efforts, making it a golden opportunity 
to create a true 'European Road Transport Research Arena'. 

Slovenia, worldwide known as a green country lies on the crossing of two important transport corridors. The 
arrival of researchers, industry representatives and road managers to this arena of cooperation, exchange of 
science achievements and plans for the future means a great challenge for the creators of greener, safer and 
smarter transport in Europe. Slovenia wants to actively participate with its professional potential. The 
conference concurs with Slovenia's presidency to the European Union in the first half of the 2008 and this is 
an excellent opportunity to underline at the conference some themes from the presidency programme, among 
them certainly being influence of transport to climate changes and ensuring safety on roads. And the same 
themes are covered in the main conference topics in Ljubljana. 

 

 

 
 
Janez Potočnik,  
European Commissioner  
for Science & Research 



 
 
 

‘TRA Q&A’ WITH RESEARCH COMMISSIONER JANEZ POTOČNIK 
 
The motor vehicle and parts sector invests more in research than any other sector of European 
industry. This fact has helped to keep the European road transport sector one of the most competitive 
in the world. TRA 2008 will provide a forum to promote all European road research efforts, says EU 
Science & Research Commissioner Janez Potočnik, making it a golden opportunity to create a true 
‘European Road Transport Research Arena’. Here he takes time to answer some questions on this 
upcoming event. 
 
TRA 2008 is the second European Road Transport Research Arena, which will be held in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia, from 21 - 24 April 2008. The objective of TRA 2008 is to forge new, productive partnerships 
across all transport sectors. The road transport industry is an innovative force in Europe and one of 
its largest R&D investors. Climate change, urban congestion, traffic safety and the increasing demand 
for people and freight transport require adequate and innovative solutions. TRA 2008 will respond to 
this need, by gathering an expected 1,500 industry and research managers, senior researchers, 
engineers and scientists, as well as representatives of local, regional and national public authorities 
across Europe and around the world. 
 
Q: Commissioner Potočnik, what do participants stand to gain by coming to Ljubljana for this event? 
 
A: In a Europe of many cultures, traditions and languages, one of the challenges lies in getting researchers, 
business people and policy makers to speak with one voice. Too many resources have already been wasted 
due to a lack of communication, coordination and priority-setting among the right people at the right time. And 
as sustainable mobility rises up the political agenda, it becomes so much more important that the major 
players have an opportunity to meet, so they can discuss the direction to take in the future. TRA 2008 will 
provide such a meeting place. 
 
Efficient mobility is a key issue for policy makers. Enabling the free movement of people and goods is crucial 
to economic prosperity and quality of life. However, road congestion in the EU is on the increase, and the 
problem is aggravated by the fact that European roads are being used more and more to the exclusion of 
other transport modes. The TRA 2008 conference represents a major opportunity for EU policy makers to 
move towards a better transport system, and strong Commission support for this meeting reflects the 
importance of road transport within the larger European policy agenda. 
 
To come at it from another angle, European industry should take full advantage of the freedom and flexibility 
offered by a state-of-the-art road transport system, ensuring that European companies function efficiently and 
that they are profitable. But industrial competitiveness in road transport also means exporting European 
transport-related products and services to foreign and global markets. The automotive sector is a key player 
in the European economy; EU carmakers deliver multi-billion euro turnover for Europe’s economy and millions 
of jobs for Europeans. The industry also spends €19 billion per year on research and technological 
development, making it the largest private investor in R&D in Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

TRA 2008 will cover all aspects of road transport research, focusing on the ‘Strategic Research Agenda’ 
defined by the European Road Transport Research Council, known as ERTRAC. This is all about the sector 
getting together to identify its research needs. It means that there is a strategic plan for the sector, leading to 
better, more efficient use of resources and ensuring that research delivers what is needed to develop the 
sector. Among other things, this means combining and coordinating European, national, regional and private 
research actions, and improving the networking, clustering and pooling of research and development 
capacities. 
 
Q: How can today's road research and European Transport Policy respond to climate change 
concerns? 
 
A: The European transport sector is growing rapidly, with far-reaching implications for citizens and the 
environment. Transport activities are a major contributor to environmental pollution and have an important 
impact on climate change, accounting for more than 25% of all CO2 emissions. 
 
What we need are innovative solutions that will help save the environment while bringing economic benefits. 
Our activities under the Seventh Research Framework Programme, will cover issues such as reducing 
greenhouse gases through both technological and socio-economic means; developing clean and efficient 
engines and power-trains; developing alternative fuels for transport, in particular hydrogen and fuel cells; and 
reducing noise disturbance. 
By coming up with new and better solutions in these and other areas, we believe road research can make a 
real difference in meeting the challenges of climate change. 
 
Q: What would citizens expect from European road research? 
 
A: Road transport plays a central role in developing social, regional and economic cohesion in Europe. And it 
has a huge effect on the environment and therefore on the quality of life of every European citizen. Europe 
needs a cleaner, safer and more intelligent transport system, and a highly efficient and coordinated approach 
to road research is essential to deliver that. Research can make a real difference here, and it makes good 
sense for public – as well as private - money to be invested in it. 
 
Q: What makes Slovenia the right country to be hosting TRA in 2008? 
 
A: For me, TRA 2008 is especially significant, as it will take place in my home country of Slovenia under the 
Slovenian presidency of the European Union, the first time one of the countries that joined the EU in 2004 will 
hold that function. 
 
Slovenia has in recent years been doing its very best to direct investment into transport infrastructure in a way 
that will not only serve today's needs but also those of future generations. 
 
One indication of Slovenia’s commitment to improving road transport is its newly launched Strategic 
Development Plan 2007-2013, which includes a Technology Platform for Vehicles, Roads and Transport. This 
important new initiative aligns Slovenia's work in road transport research with ERTRAC's Strategic Research 
Agenda. 
 

 

 



 
 
 

The local organisers, the Slovenian National Building and Civil Engineering Institute, DDC Consulting and 
Engineering and the Road and Transportation Research Association of Slovenia, with the support of the 
Ministry of Transport, are doing a great job to make TRA 2008 a successful forum.  
 
Q: How well are the New Members States integrated in the European Research Area (ERA)? 
 
A: Membership of the European Research Area has to start long before formal accession, in particular as 
research capacities take time to build up – investment has to be made, partnerships have to be formed. This 
is why we involve candidate countries in the research programme many years in advance of their accession, 
and this was the case with the Member States, like Slovenia, that joined recently. The goal is to turn 
knowledge into real benefits for citizens while increasing Europe’s competitiveness and commercial success. 
For the Union’s newest members, and the candidate and accession countries, this can still mean overcoming 
some serious challenges. 
 
A new transport research initiative called TransSLO, led by Slovenia, is just one concrete example of the work 
being done towards this end. TransSLO will assess transport research capabilities in the new member states 
and help them to get involved in European projects. The objective is to integrate their research communities, 
policy makers and industry into the broader European picture more quickly. This will then lead to closer ties, 
common information channels and more contacts between professional, academic, research and industrial 
communities. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

COMMISSION PROJECTS RELATED TO TRANSPORT RESEARCH 
 
 

PROJECT NAME: FIDEUS 
Freight Innovatice Delivery in European Urban Spaces 

AIM:  
The aim of the project is to provide a complementary set of vehicle solutions to support an innovative 
approach to the organisation of urban freight transport, in line with political strategies to safeguard the 
liveability of cities, while being compatible with efficient logistics. Urban freight delivery is both a contributor to 
and a victim of the growing congestion in urban areas, which exposes the population to noise, pollution and 
nuisance. The target of FIDEUS is to contribute to the economic livelihood of business and retail activities 
located in the city in a practical way, with policies oriented towards more sustainable mobility. 
 
Project Coordinator: Mr Burzio Gianfranco  
Email: gianfranco.burzio@crf.it  
Website: http://www.ec.europa.eu/research/transport/projects/article_5013_en.html 

 
 
 

PROJECT NAME: HOST 
Human Sustainable Oriented Transport mean 

AIM: 
The HOST project aims at developing a multipurpose transport mean. Due to the modularity of the chassis 
and powertrains, HOST is capable of being equipped with a variety of bodies, providing new services for 
mobility and goods displacement in towns, and organising urban motorised traffic in a more rational way. 
 
Project Coordinator: Mr Fabio Orecchini  
Email: fabio.orecchini@uniroma1.it 
Website: http://ec.europa.eu/research/transport/projects/article_5023_en.html 
 
 
 
PROJECT NAME: GREEN 
   Green Heavy Duty Engine 
AIM: 
In the GREEN project, European HD engine manufacturers join forces with suppliers, academia and leading 
engineering institutes. The common goal is to promote future advanced engine technologies to achieve lower 
emissions, lower fuel consumption and improved sustainability for future fuels. 
 
Project Coordinator: Ms Monica Ringvik 
Email: monica.ringvik@volvo.com 
Website: http://ec.europa.eu/research/transport/projects/article_5016_en.html 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION: MATIJA VILHAR  
Chairman of the Organising Committee 
E-mail: info@tra2008.si 
Phone: +386 1 30 68 325 
Fax: +386 1 430 15 62 
 

 
FOR PROGRAMME INFORMATION: ALES ZNIDARIC 
 Chairman of the Programme Committee 

E-mail: PC@tra2008.si 
Phone: +386 1 28 04 207 

 
 
TRA 2008 SECRETARIAT:   E-mail: info@tra2008.si  

Phone: +386 1 30 68 325  
Fax: +386 1 430 15 62 

 
 

FOR MEDIA INQUIRIES:   MARIUS WULFERDING 
      Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide 
      Email: marius.wulferding@ogilvy.com 
      Phone: +32 2 54 56 609  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


