BIC WESTERN GREECE

Short description of the pilot actions

The aim of BICs is to encourage local populations to take over the development of the economy and employment in their own regions by mobilizing to the maximum local human, material and financial resources with a view to establishing new businesses, which will generate lasting added value for the regions concerned.  To this end, BIC W. Greece offers a custom-made integrated system of services, from the identification and selection of projects and entrepreneurs, to the strategic guidance and support services for innovative projects, particularly for certain disadvantaged entrepreneurial groups (youth, women).  These services are targeted not only at businesses themselves, but also at local and regional authorities.

During the past three years, BIC Western Greece developed a mechanism for rewarding firms, which presented excellence in e-business activities.  This existing infrastructure, consisting of web page, call for tender templates, information package, application documents, evaluation mechanism (selection criteria, weigh factors etc.), setting up of committees, final approval mechanism, and award ceremony planning, will be extended and used to:
1. Reward and promote women entrepreneurship

2. Facilitate the employment of women in existing firms
In order to achieve the above, certain incentives will be designed and applied, such as promotion and recognition of the local firms for their excellence, through a major promotional campaign that will be addressed to the entrepreneurial community, and will include most Local Actors, which are also BIC members (Chambers of Commerce, Trade Unions, Municipal organizations, Educational and Research Institutes, Banking organizations etc.).  Furthermore, financial awards will be designed in order to act as additional incentives for local firms.  The financial awards will consist of symbolic individual aid, which will amount to a total of 50.000 euros.
